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Click to read the policy
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What’s your take on how Jamaica’s
protected areas should be managed?

Let your voice be hear at the town hall meeting.

https://www.forestry.gov.jm/resourcedocs/Overarching_Policy_for_Jamaica_s_Protected_Areas_System__Green_Paper__-_Public_Consultation.pdf
https://www.forestry.gov.jm/resourcedocs/Overarching_Policy_for_Jamaica_s_Protected_Areas_System__Green_Paper__-_Public_Consultation.pdf
https://www.forestry.gov.jm/resourcedocs/Overarching_Policy_for_Jamaica_s_Protected_Areas_System__Green_Paper__-_Public_Consultation.pdf
https://www.forestry.gov.jm/resourcedocs/Overarching_Policy_for_Jamaica_s_Protected_Areas_System__Green_Paper__-_Public_Consultation.pdf
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Click to read full article

Ahead of the public release of groundbreaking
findings on the state of Jamaica’s forests, the
scientific arm of the Forestry Department met
key stakeholders to share these findings and
receive feedback in a validation meeting at the
Jamaica Pegasus Hotel, Kingston, on June 26,
2024.  
 
The Land Use-Land Cover Change Assessment
(LULCA), which is conducted every ten years,
was concluded last year to identify changes in
Jamaica’s forest cover between 2013 and 2023.  
 
One of the assessment’s significant findings is
the net increase in Jamaica’s forest cover, which
moved from 40 to 47.9 per cent. Ms. Stephanie
Cameron, Principal Director of Corporate
Services, who represented Mr. Ainsley A. Henry,
CEO & Conservator of Forests, who is away on
duty travel at the 26th IUFRO World Congress,
said, 

“This surge in forest cover not only underscores
our commitment to safeguarding and expanding
our natural resources but also validates the
efficacy of our strategic initiatives and policies,
such as the National Forest Management &
Conservation Plan and the Forest Policy for
Jamaica, 2017.” 

When asked whether the advanced technology
employed revealed existing forest cover or an
actual increase, Ms. Sashel Bennett, the
Agency's spatial analyst...

Forestry Department records Significant Increase in
Jamaica’s Forest Cover

https://www.forestry.gov.jm/newsDetails?newsID=110
https://www.forestry.gov.jm/newsDetails?newsID=110
https://www.forestry.gov.jm/newsDetails?newsID=110
https://www.forestry.gov.jm/newsDetails?newsID=110


Click to read full article

Until you dig a hole, you plant a tree, you
water it and make it survive, you haven't done
a thing. You are just talking. 
— Wangari Maathai
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WITH FORESTS and their wide-ranging
offerings to humanity, including as an
enabler for climate security, in jeopardy, a
new report has called for scaled-up actions to
halt deforestation.

Failure to do so, the report predicted, will
lead not only to an unstable climate, but also
livelihoods loss and impaired economies.

“Intact forests are extraordinary resources
whose role in supporting flourishing
economies and societies is often overlooked.
They regulate water supply. They provide
essential resources for people. They are
home to pollinators that food systems
depend upon,” reads a section of the new
Reducing Deforestation and Forest
Degradation in Developing Countries (UN-
REDD) report titled Raising ambition,
accelerating action: Towards enhanced
Nationally Determined Contributions for
forests.

“They are also vital for storing carbon, which
contributes to mitigating climate change. Yet
deforestation threatens the provision of these
benefits, endangering the economies and
societies that need them,” it added.
As things stand, the report revealed, country
pledges to reduce deforestation in REDD+
countries, as well as to financially support
this transition from developed countries, are
“insufficient to halt deforestation by 2030”.

Earth Today |
Deforestation a threat to
climate stability, economies
Report urges countries to ramp up
efforts to save forests

Source: The Gleaner
Written by: Petre Williams-Raynor

(Above) Patrons gather to collect seedlings for
planting ahead of Labour Day during the Forestry
Department’s Labour Day Seedling Distribution
(May 14-24, 2024), which offers up to 10 free
seedlings to each citizen at the Agency’s three
nurseries. (Below) Sophia Gooden-Morris, Forest
Technician at the Forestry Department, gives a
customer seedlings during the seedling
distribution at the Moneague Nursery in St. Ann.
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https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20240613/earth-today-deforestation-threat-climate-stability-economies
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20240613/earth-today-deforestation-threat-climate-stability-economies
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20240613/earth-today-deforestation-threat-climate-stability-economies
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20240613/earth-today-deforestation-threat-climate-stability-economies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bM5KTFKnBOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bM5KTFKnBOs


H I G H L I G H T SH I G H L I G H T S
We celebrated Earth Day and Earth Week by diving into some muddy adventures to restore tree cover

and forest ecosystems. Click the thumbnails to catch a glimpse of our eco-warrior escapades!

The Great Mangrove Cleanup
Buccaneer Beach, Kingston

Earth Day Plant Sale
Portmore Municipality,
St. Catherine

Earth Today | A nod totrees for Earth Day 2024

Aubyn Foundation x Forestry
Department
Black River Primary School

Sandals Foundation x Forestry
Department x Jamaica Fire Brigade
Bogue II Forest Reserve
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C6e9XbSOIcd/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6EyqWRuhWE/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C7R3cuhOOsF/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6RaXb5uJTT/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6FCVl9u6eT/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6EwUYLOsH_/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6F0ayXMthK/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C7R3cuhOOsF/
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20240425/earth-today-nod-trees-earth-day-2024
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20240425/earth-today-nod-trees-earth-day-2024
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20240425/earth-today-nod-trees-earth-day-2024
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6e9XbSOIcd/
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Customers and staff
show their support for
tree planting on
International Day for
Biodiversity, May 22,
2024, during the
Forestry Department’s
Labour Day Seedling
Distribution at the
head office.

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIODIVERSITY
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C7R3cuhOOsF/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C7R3cuhOOsF/


“As this year’s World Environment Day theme focuses on Land
Restoration, Desertification and Drought Resilience, the Forestry
Department encourages everyone to recognise the value of our forests
and to act in a manner that protects them. Plant trees to increase our
tree/forest cover; don't encroach on protected areas to farm and raise
animals; don't illegally harvest timber and forest produce. Remember,
the loss of tree cover can lead to soil erosion, reduction in biodiversity,
more intense floods, and longer droughts. Land restoration, preventing
desertification and building drought resilience in Jamaica requires all
of us to do our part. Our changing climate demands positive action now
to secure our future.

Ainsley A. Henry, CEO & Conservator of Forests, Forestry Department
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
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On one hand, trees are remarkable
protectors during storms and hurricanes. On
the other hand, they can cause severe
damage to homes and property, especially
if they are not properly maintained.
Whether in urban or rural areas, tree
pruning is an effective practice that helps
to keep trees healthy to protect your family
and property throughout the hurricane
season.

Nevertheless, there is more to pruning than
simply removing branches. A haphazard
approach is the wrong approach. But, where
do you start? Click the video thumbnail
above, and watch as Marco Shaw, Forest
Technician in the Silviculture Branch at the
Forestry Department, guides you through
tips and tools for pruning your trees.

Tree
Pruning:

WHERE TO
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Hurricane Tips

Pruning your trees

Handling trees after a hurricane

https://youtu.be/STPd2BBvNKo?si=qf53USRDUFgxf4Ia
https://youtu.be/STPd2BBvNKo?si=qf53USRDUFgxf4Ia
https://www.instagram.com/p/C82N0F3uteD/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C9C1OCkuxXJ/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C82N0F3uteD/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C9C1OCkuxXJ/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C82N0F3uteD/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C82N0F3uteD/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C9C1OCkuxXJ/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C9C1OCkuxXJ/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C9C1OCkuxXJ/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C82N0F3uteD/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C9C1OCkuxXJ/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C82N0F3uteD/?img_index=1


Labour Day Tree planting with St. Mary High 
Alligator Head Open Day

Labour Day Plant Sale, Portland

Labour Day Seedling Distribution
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The Great Mangrove Cleanup

World Oceans Day

Apiculture Training World Environment Day Tree Planting

Earth Day Tree Planting
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See highlights of some of FD’s forest stewards in action.



(876) 618-3205

www.forestry.gov.jm.com

fdinfo@forestry.gov.jm

173 Constant Spring Road, Kingston 8

For more information:


